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UNCLAS EC BRUSSELS 2459 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PGOV, EEC, UK 

SUBJECT: EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: KIRK ON THE STATE OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND THE UK REQUEST FOR RENEGOTIATIONS OF 
THE TERMS OF ENTRY 

1. SUMMARY. UK CONSERVATIVE MEMBER KIRK MADE A MAJOR STATEMENT 
DURING A DEBATE IN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT ON THE CURRENT STATE 
OF THE COMMUNITY. REFERRING TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT'S REQUEST 
FOR RENEGOTIATION OF THE TERMS OF UK ENTRY, HE SAID THE PRESENT 
DIFFICULTIES FACING THE EC ARE NOT DUE TO THIS REQUEST BUT 
PRECEDED IT. KIRK PUT SOME OF THE INSTITUIONAL BLAME FOR 
THE PRESENT SITUATION IN THE COMMUNITY ON THE COMMISSION AND 
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INABILITY OF THE COUNCIL TO TAKE DECISIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING THE SESSION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT IN STRASBOURG ON 
APRIL 24, QUESTIONS REGARDING THE CURRENT STATE OF THE COMMUNITY 
AND POSSIBLE STEPS TO IMPROVE THE OPERATIONS OF COMMUNITY IN 
STITUTIONS LED TO AN EXPRESSION OF VIEW BY COMMISSION PRESIDENT 
ORTOLI AND FRG STATE SECRETARY APEL, SPEAKING FOR THE COUNCIL IN 
THE ABSENCE OF FOREIGN MINISTER SCHEEL. SPOKESMEN FOR ALL POLL 
TICAL GROUPS IN THE PARLIAMENT MADE REMARKS ON THE SUBJECT. 

THE LEADER OF THE EUROPEAN CONSERVATIVE GROUP. PETER KIRK, MADE A 
MAJOR STATEMENT. ON KNOWLEDGEABLE OBSERVER ( KENNETH CHRISTOFAS, 

A DIRECTOR GENERAL IN THE COUNCIL SECRETARIAT) SAID THAT KIRK'S 
SPEECH WAS ONE OF THE BEST IN THE HISTORY OF THE EUROPEAN 
PARLIAMENT. 

3. IN HIS STATEMENT, KIRK SUMMARIZED CURRENT COMMUNITY INSTITU- 
TIONAL PROBLEMS AND SAID THAT NOTHING COULD HAVE ILLUSTRATED THE 
SITUATION BETTER THAN THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE SPEECHES OF 
ORTOLI AND APEL. ORTOLI GAVE A TOUR D'HORIZON WHICH WAS FORWARD 
LOOKING, WHILE APEL SPOKE FOR AN INSTITUION WHICH HAD COME TO 

A DEAD STOP SOME TIME AGO. KIRK NOTED A GROWING TENDENCY IN THE 
COMMUNITY TO USE THE BRITISH REQUEST FOR RENEGOTIATION AS AN 
EXCUSE FOR COMMUNITY INACTION. HE SAID THE COMMUNITY WAS 
STOPPED BEFORE LABOR CAME INTO OFFICE, NONE OF THE REQUIREMENTS 
POSED BY THE PARIS SUMMIT HAD BEEN MET (AND IN THIS CONNECTION 
HE NOTED THE SUMMIT'S CALL FOR PROGRESS ON ECONOMIC AND MONETARY 
UNION, REGIONAL POLICY, AND ENERGY POLICY). THE FAILURE TO MOVE 
AHEAD ON THESE SUBJECTS, KIRK CONTINUED, CANNOT BE ATTRIBUTED 
TO THE LABOR GOVERNMENT. THE COMMUNITY HAD NOT UNDERGONE A 
SUDDEN TRANSFORMATION FROM A SMOOTHLY FUNCTIONING ORGANIZATION 
TO ONE WHICH WAS COMPLETELY BLOCKED ON MARCH 3, WHEN LABOR ASSUMED 
POWER. 

4. KIRK WENT ON TO SAY THAT THE UK IS STILL A MEMBER OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND THE NEW GOVERNMENT, WHICH ACCEPTS THE PROVISIONS OF 
THE TREATY OF ROME, IS SEEKING RENEGOTIATION IN GOOD FAITH. HE 
NOTED THAT IN THESE RENEGOTIATIONS FROM WITHIN THE COMMUNITY THE 
BRITISH LABOR GOVERNMENT IS REPRESENTED EVERYWHERE BUT IN THE 
PARLIAMENT BRACKETS WHERE THERE ARE NO LABOR MEMBERS BRACKETS. 

HE SAID THAT ABSENCE MAY ACCOUNT FOR SOME OF THE IGNORANCE OF THE 
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